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Dear Parents / Carers,  
 
In this half term we always literally keep a 
‘weather eye’ on the forecast, but so far 
Ellesmere has remained a ‘no snow’ zone. 
This is a relief, particularly as we are all 
working hard to prepare Year 11 for the ‘real’ 
exams, in what is their last full term at    
Lakelands. Time is precious, and there is 
much still to do, now the mock exams have 
been analysed and discussed. My advice to 
Year 11 is that they take one day at a time 
and just keep inching forwards –without over 
thinking the challenges that lie ahead. It’s 
also really important that they look after 
themselves too, by getting enough sleep, 
making time for leisure activities, and eating 
well.  

Another Year 9 Arthog trip has come and 
gone, and once again, our pupils were   
commended for their positivity, ‘can do’    
attitude and excellent behaviour. It’s so  
lovely to hear feedback like this, and it gives 
a real boost to the staff who work so hard to     
support the trip. On behalf of Year 9 I want 
to thank Mrs Milford, Mrs Hughes, Mrs 
Parkhurst and Mr Smallbone who went with 
them. 

A new, part-time volunteer in school has 
caused quite a stir this term. Oakley the 
‘Reading Dog’ is now in school once a week, 
thanks to the efforts of Miss Douthwaite and 
the ‘Pets as Therapy’ charity. Children who 
find reading to a person a challenge, will  
often feel more confident reading to an      
animal, and there’s lots of research to     
support the effectiveness of this lovely idea. 
Oakley’s owner accompanies him at all 
times, but he’s clearly the star of the show! 

We’re very proud that we have been   
awarded the National Citizen Service  
Champion School Gold Award for the      

second year running. This recognises the 
fact that a significant number of our Year 11 
students spend some of their time, after 
GCSE exams have finished, taking part in a 
government-backed programme for age 16-
17 year olds designed to build skills for work 
and life. NCS supports young people to take 
on new challenges and adventures, make 
new friends and contribute to their          
community. I hope that many of our current 
Year 11s will get involved this summer. 

February 11
th
 is Safer Internet Day. This 

year the theme is “together for a better     
internet.” This annual event provides a great   
opportunity to spark a conversation about 
the safe and responsible use of technology. 
If you would like to know more, I thoroughly 
recommend looking at https://
www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-
day/2020 which has lots of excellent advice 
and resources.  
As part of their course, BTEC Music         
students organised a fantastic ‘Legacy Gig’ 
which was presented last week to a Year 7 
audience. The quality on display was        
exceptional, with some jaw dropping         
individual performances. I know it inspired 
some of the young audience to see if they 
too could become involved in Lakelands’ 
thriving music scene, and maybe participate 
in a future show. It’s so lovely to see the  
older students encouraging the younger 
ones, creating their own ‘legacy’ for the    
future. 

I hope you all have a lovely Half-Term break, 
wherever you are and whatever you’re     
doing.  

Sophy Bellis 

Head teacher 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/2020
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/2020
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/2020


 

ENGLISH KS3 -  Felix Corbett  

 KS4 -  Joe McArthur 

MATHS KS3 -  Dylan Fugatt 

 KS4 - Alex Hill 

 

SCIENCE KS3 -  Alex Howens 

 KS3 -  Hollie Jones 

Physics KS4 -  Michelle Chan 

Chemistry KS4 -  Lucy Jones 

Biology KS4 -  Amelia Coburn 

PE KS3 -  Liam Hall 

 KS4 - Richard Gilman 

 KS4 - Mary Wilson 

WORLD STUDIES 

MFL KS3 -  Caitlin Austin 

 KS4 -  Isaac Hunter-Thompson 

Geography KS3 -  Rosie Allen 

 KS4 -  Maisy Ford 

History KS3 -  Sam Appleyard 

 KS4 - Emilie Payne 

RE KS3 -  Kloe Bailey 

 KS4 -  Jonathan Clay 

CREATIVE ARTS 

Music KS3 - Finley Millard 

 KS4 -  Lauren Rowley 

Art KS3 - Weronika Cyganik 

 KS4 -  Elizabeth Bowers 

Graphics KS3 -  Sam Appleyard 

 KS4 -  Alex Hill 

Food KS3 -  Alex Palmer 

 KS4 - Charlie Adams 

Drama KS3 -  Leanne Hickson 

 KS4 -  Josh Smith 

IT KS3 -  Darcey Cullen 

 KS4 - Jasmine Carr 

Faculty SUPERSTAR Awards - voted by faculty staff members 



 

OVERALL WINNER COLEMERE 

LEO SUDLOW 7C 

For amazing progress this term with increased effort and 
independence 

 ACHIEVEMENT POINTS 

Winning Forms Individual Winners 

YEAR 7  COLEMERE YEAR 7  
Harry Cartwright 

Holly Millington 

YEAR 8  NEWTONMERE    YEAR 8  
Conner Smyth 

Madison Evans 

YEAR 9  BLAKEMERE  YEAR 9  
Jai Gregson 

Kate Llewellyn 

YEAR 10  BLAKEMERE YEAR 10  
Sonny Hevingham 

Mia Barrett-Gray 

YEAR 11  COLEMERE 
Guy Bennett 

YEAR 11  
Lucy Jones 

HOLLY COLEMERE 11N AND KATIE JACKSON 11B 

Whilst studying a poem about homeless people Holly told 
me that recently, when they were in Chester,  they saw a 
homeless man outside Primark. They bought him gloves, 
scarf, hat and a blanket  and a meal from Macdonalds. 

Headteachers  

award 

KS3 

Headteachers  

award 

KS4 



Lakelands Awesome Arthog Adventure 2020 
During a chilly week  in January, 22 Year 9 students embarked on our Lakelands annual trek to 
Arthog Outward Education Centre in North Wales. The students enjoyed an incredible week long 
adventure filled with climbing, scrambling, beach conservation, raft building, gorge walking,      
canoeing, mountain walking and much, much more. Yes there was the odd moment of bone 
numbing cold but the incredible kit provided by Arthog kept us all well insulated and equipped, 
ready to dive into the activities especially the gorge walking which was the overwhelming         
favourite activity of this year’s adventure.  
 
“Arthog was really good.” Said Billy Austin “I really liked how we all helped each other through the 
gorge.” 
 
Richard Gilman said “Everything was fun at Arthog but particularly the gorge walking. It was good 
to do something we don’t normally get to do and really good to work with people I wouldn’t      
normally work with.” 
 
Lowri Peirson also loved the gorge walking, “I liked working as part of the team.” 
 
“It was a real adventure particularly the gorge walking” agreed JJ Rippon. 
 
Josh Williams was also a great fan of the gorge walk, “It was challenging and fun all at the same 
time. I got to walk with people I wouldn’t normally be with in school and so made some new 
friends as well.” 
 
“It was all really good fun. It was great being out of school doing something different and being 
with my friends. My favourite was raft building where we got to sail something we had built.” said 
Rafi Gibson 
 
“It was physically challenging but I did a lot better at some of the activities than I thought I would 
and I did things I didn’t think I could, like rock climbing.”  Said Rosie Garvin 
 
“It was really fun and chilled out” for Paige Hurdman “I did get really cold but it was all part of the 
experience and I did things I didn’t think I could and the hot chocolate was great.” 
 
“It was all fun” said Oliver Bartholomew, “Walking up the mountain was the best but it was just 
good being outside and being active.”  
 
The Lakelands students not only gained new skills and experiences out in the wilds of Wales but 
also took on many personal challenges and excelled in their peer support and their own           
self-reliance and fortitude. Some of the challenges our students are presented with at Arthog in 
both the activities and in living in close quarters together for the week, can be very taxing both 
physically and mentally. Compliments from Arthog staff and other schools sharing the centre with 
us, gave testament to their outstanding manners and cheerful perseverance and the Lakelands 
staff supporting the trip, whole heartedly agreed.  
 
 “Arthog is such a great way to get to know students better” said Mr Smallbone. “The rare and 
very impressive cloud inversion we experienced on Cader Idris was epic and we couldn’t have 
asked for a better team.” 
 
“What an amazing trip.” agreed Mrs Parkhurst, “It was great to get to know students outside of 
the classroom and to see them excel in areas outside of their normal school subjects. I was so 
proud of my group for their determination, resilience and team spirit and it was lovely to spend a 
week with such a nice group.” 
 
Mrs Hughes said “The students behaved wonderfully and were really resilient and self-sufficient. 
The facilities and food at Arthog was as ever, outstanding.” 





MEASLES, CHICKEN-POX and SHINGLES 
Please may we ask you for your co-operation in an important matter. 

One of our pupils is receiving medical treatment for cancer which puts them at risk if they are   
exposed to measles, chicken-pox or shingles. 
Please let us know immediately if your child is suspected of having measles. 
Our pupil is also at risk from chicken-pox and would need to be given an injection within 3 days of 
contact. If your child is suspected of having chicken-pox would you let us know immediately 
please. 
It is also important that you let us know if there is shingles in your household. 
Your child is not at any risk whatsoever from this situation. However, the health and wellbeing of 
our student who is at risk does depend upon the co-operation of all other parents and carers. 
If you have any queries please do call the Academy. 

LAKELANDS PE DEPARTMENT  
Football 
Year 9, 10 and 11 boys played football v Ellesmere college – the boys all played well for their 
year group, especially Year 11 who won 4-0. 

Year 10 boys played St Martins at Lakelands on our new all-weather pitch. The boys played well 
and fought hard but lost 2-1. 

Sports Leaders 
14 Year 10 BTEC students helped out with a primary sports ability event where they were sports 
leaders for the day which included sports such as Boccia and new aged Kurling. 

13 Year 9 boys and girls were sports leaders for the day where they helped out at Ellesmere  
College for an indoor athletics event. They were all fantastic and were a credit to the school. 

Cross Country 
Shropshire Schools Cross Country – 8 students braved the gale force winds to compete at 
Oswestry School on Saturday 1

st
 February. The students involved were Holly Millington,          

Rebecca Tinsley-Edwards, Archie Calloway, Harry Cartwright, Chloe Lewis, Elliot O’Connor, 
Alastair Clarke and Daisy Clarke. 

Rugby 
20 Year 9 and 10 girls took part in an ‘introduction to rugby’ coaching session at Oswestry Rugby 
Club on Tuesday 4

th
 February. The girls really enjoyed the session so will now be participating in 

a competition on Thursday 13
th
 February against other schools. 

Intra-House Competitions 
Year 7 girls Intra-house netball is currently taking place where all houses will play each other to 
determine the winner. 

Year 9 boys competed in an in house badminton competition where it went down to the wire on 
the last day. Whitemere were the winners! 

Year 10 and 11 girls competed in an in house football competition. The girls have really shown 
an excitement and passion for football this year and this was evident in their matches played. 
Blakemere and Colemere were joint winners. 

 



LAKELANDS PE DEPARTMENT  
Shrewsbury Town V Accrington Stanley 

38 Lakelands students, boys and girls from years 7-11 and 3 staff were invited to attend the 
League 1 game between Accrington Stanley and Shrewsbury Town  at the Montgomery Waters 
Meadow stadium on Tuesday 11th as part of the growing partnership between Lakelands     
Academy and Shrewsbury Town in the Community. Before the game 10 pupils were selected to 
form the guard of honour waving the flags as the two teams entered the pitch while the others 
held the huge club crest flag in the centre of the pitch. For the game the group were treated to 
prime seats in the main stand to view the star players on show. On a windy and bitterly cold night 
the Lakelands group gave fantastic vocal support to their heroes all to no avail sadly as            
Accrington ran out 2-0 winners in the end. This was a fantastic opportunity for the students who 
thoroughly enjoyed it, some for who it was the first taste of live football. A huge thanks to our 
partner school officer, Harry Warren for setting this up and looking after us on the night. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

******************* 

Please make a Note of : 

Remaining School Term 

And  

Holiday Dates 

For 

2019/2020 

******************* 

Black skirt (knee length) or black tailored 
trousers 

Striped Tie 

Black V-neck Sweatshirt                                       
(with embroidered school badge) 

Black or grey socks or black or flesh coloured 
tights 

                       

 

SUMMER TERM 
 

20th April - 17th July 
 

May Day Bank Holiday -       
Friday 8th May 

 
Half Term:  

25th - 29th May 

SPRING TERM 
 

Mon 6th Jan - PD Day 
(Staff only)  

 

7th January - 3rd April 
 

Half Term:  
17th - 21st February  

 

Easter Holiday:  
6th  - 17th April 

AUTUMN TERM 

2nd/3rd Sept - PD Day 
(Staff only)  

 
4th September -                  
20th December 

Half Term:  

28th Oct - 1st Nov 

25th Oct - PD Day 
(Staff only)  

 
Christmas Holidays: 

23rd Dec - 3rd Jan 

During October all the Year 7’s and 
8’s took part in Readathon, raising 
money for the Read For Good charity. 
In total they raised over £500 with the 
top fundraisers being Isabella       
Gaskarth in Year 7 and Nancy       

Gargiulo in Year 8. We even received a surprise £50 cheque 
from writer     Antony Horowitz! 

Both staff and students thoroughly enjoyed taking part in 
Readathon and we would like to thank all the students and   
parents who supported us. 

English Department 

READ2DOGS PROGRAMME 

Earlier this term saw the start of Lakelands Academy working 
with Pets As Therapy taking part in their Read2dogs              
programme. Eleven Year 7 and 8 pupils help build their         
confidence with reading with a specially trained therapy dog 
Oakley, and his trainer, Ruth, every Monday afternoon. So far 
they have been a big success. 



What is School Games?  
The School Games comprises of both Intra and Inter-school competitions leading to County     
Finals as well as a biennial National Finals event. 
 
What is the mission? 
Keeping competitive sport at the heart of schools and providing more young people with the     
opportunity to compete and achieve their personal best. 
 
What is the vision? 
By 2020 the School Games will be continuing to make a clear and meaningful difference to the 
lives of even more children and young people. 

This term has been full of events for our School Games Organiser Miss Croxon and Primary 
Schools across North Shropshire. 40 Primary Schools have been involved in at least 1 of the 8 
events with a total of 575 participants taking part. The School Game programme covers a vast 
amount of sports and activities, the winter sports consist of Tag Rugby, Basketball, Cross     
Country, Netball, Hockey, Sporthall Athletics, Gymnastics and a Sportsability festival which      
included Arrows Archery, Boccia, New Age Kurling and Tri-Golf.   

Throughout the competitions the 6 School Game Values (Passion, Self-
Belief, Respect, Honesty, Determination and Teamwork) are a key focus. Medals are awarded to 
those who demonstrate a value throughout the tournaments. Since introducing the value medals 
the participants have started to interact more with each other and it has ensured a healthy level 
of competitions at events. 

These events also give Secondary students the opportunity to put their leadership skills into     
action with 21 young leaders supporting and officiating the events as well as the support from  
local clubs such as Oswestry Rugby Club and Border Counties Gymnastics.  

Good luck to all schools representing North Shropshire at the Shropshire Homes School Sport 
Festivals, as part of School Games on 3rd March.  



Reminder 

 
Pupils must arrive at school on 
time in the mornings and be on 
site ready for the 8.55am bell. 

GYMNASTICS CLUB 

 

 

 

 

Lakelands Academy Gymnastics classes every Friday during term time, run by                                    

Border Counties Gymnastics.  

Places are available for students aged 4 years & 6 months - 10 years old. 

Spring Term Dates: 

10th, 17th, 24th and 31st January. 7th, 14th and 28th February 

6th, 13th, 20th, 27th March. 3rd April 

Classes are 4:30 - 5:15pm, 5:15 - 6:00pm.  

Please contact the Academy on 01691 627039 to book a place.            

CYCLE PERMITS 
Please collect a letter from         

reception if you want to bring your 
bike to the Academy. 

PARENTS/CARERS PLEASE          
REMEMBER TO CHECK SHOW MY 
HOMEWORK. YOU WILL BE ABLE 
TO SEE WHAT HOMEWORK HAS 

BEEN SET AND IN SOME CASES IF 
THE HOMEWORK HAS BEEN    

HANDED IN. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi41qXk7cnKAhXIlxoKHZIqALAQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fboysballet.wordpress.com%2F2009%2F05%2F&psig=AFQjCNGEu80YDNDmbVej4o1AtpRSQPh8lg&ust=1453979467035167


TOP BUTTON / 
TIE UNDONE  

SKIRT TOO SHORT/ 
TOO TIGHT OR LYCRA 

TRAINERS 

BAD 

GOOD 

TOP BUTTON / 
TIE FASTENED  

BLACK KNEE 
LENGTH SKIRT  

BLACK SENSIBLE 
(FLAT) SHOES  - 

NOT 
BOOTS 

UNIFORM REMINDER 
Please see below a list of areas of concern to focus on as part of our uniform and appearance 
code. A reminder of the uniform code is in your child’s diary on page 3.  

Thank you in advance for your co-operation and for helping us to support the strong values of 
Lakelands Academy. 

JUMPER 
TUCKED IN 

BAD 

TOP BUTTON / 
TIE UNDONE  

TRAINERS 

LEGGINGS/SKINNY 
TROUSERS/NO ZIPS 

SHIRT UNTUCKED Single small stud 
in each ear is           

permissible but 
no other       

piercings are    
allowed. 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Follow the Lakelands 

Academy feed  

@LakelandsAcad 


