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Dear Parents / Carers,  
 
By the time you read this newsletter, 
Presentation evening will have been and 
gone. It’s always one of the highlights of the 
year, a time to pause the business of the 
day, so that we can celebrate the      
achievements of last year’s Year 11         
students. This year we have much to        
celebrate, both in terms of extraordinary   
individual achievements, and because of the 
year group’s excellent performance overall.  
For the second year running, our Progress 8 
figure (the headline figure by which all 
schools in England are judged) has          
dramatically improved, which is very good 
news. 

Speaking of news, this year you may have 
seen some of last Year’s year 11s opening 
their envelopes ‘live’ on results day in       
August, as Lakelands was one of the two 
schools chosen to feature in the BBC’s     
national GCSE coverage. It was a unique 
opportunity for all involved (if a little nerve 
wracking for some) and quite surreal to see 
those ‘once in a lifetime’ Lakelands          
moments of nervous anticipation, joy and 
relief played out across the day’s national 
news bulletins.  

The pattern of academy life means that as 
one year group moves on to pastures new, 
another takes their place. We are delighted 
to see this year’s Year 7 pupils finding their 
feet and settling in well, as our Year 11    
prefects ‘step up’ and show their younger 
peers how things work here at Lakelands.   

In late September, Year 11 took centre 
stage on Open Day. They showed an       
incredible number of visitors round the 
school, from early morning, through the    
afternoon, and through to 7pm. They were 
the very best ambassadors we could       

possibly have hoped for, and I lost count of 
the number of compliments they received. 
Watching them talk with pride about being 
part of Lakelands was a joy to see.  

The recent Year 6 Taster Day was a        
fantastic success. For the first time ever, we 
had to divide the visiting pupils into six 
groups, because so many wanted to come 
along to join #Team Lakelands for the day. 
For staff, it always feels a little like        
Christmas – weeks of intense planning and 
anticipation, followed by a day that seems to 
pass in a moment. Year 10 volunteers    
supported ‘their’ Year 6 classes all day, with 
many discovering reserves of stamina that 
they didn’t realise they had!  

Time seems to fly by, and it won’t be long 
until Year 11 will be starting their GCSE 
mock exams - they begin on December 2nd. 
They provide a great opportunity for Year 
11s to find out what results they might get, 
while there is still enough time to do     
something about it (if they don’t like what 
they see when they open their envelopes on 
mock results day.) I urge all Year 11s to   
explore as many revision techniques as  
possible, to find the one that works for them. 
Learning to revise is a skill in itself, and as 
with most skills, the more practice you do, 
the more successful you become. It’s hard, 
but very worthwhile. Staff will support as 
much as possible, but as I said to Year 11 in 
assembly, the person they will ultimately  
depend on this year is the person they see 
in the mirror each morning!    

I hope you all have a lovely half term,  
whether it be action packed, or a chance to 
just take it easy for a while. Next stop – 
Christmas! 

Sophy Bellis 

Headteacher 



 

ENGLISH KS3 -  Gracie Dann 7B 

 KS4 -  Craig Stovin 11N 

MATHS KS3 -  Georgia Thomas 8N 

 KS4 -  Ffion Jarvis 10C 

SCIENCE KS3 -  Lucy Gaden 8W 

 KS3 -  Hollie Goodheart 8C  

Physics KS4 -  Lilliee Duslon 10N 

Chemistry KS4 -  Emily Sweeney 11W 

Biology KS4 -  Ed Hillson 11B 

PE KS3 -  Henry Hodgetts 7C 

 KS3 -  Felicity Townsend 7N 

 KS4 - Owen Washington 11C 

 KS4 - Tallulah Smart 11W 

WORLD STUDIES 

MFL KS3 -  Toby Cawkwell 7W 

 KS4 -  Lottie Roberts 10W 

Geography KS3 -  Rosie Milford 8C 

 KS4 -  Georgia Edge 11N 

History KS3 -  Juris Jancevskis 7B 

 KS4 - Owen Roberts 10N 

RE KS3 -  Isaac Bartholomew 7W 

 KS4 -  Lucy Othen 10W 

CREATIVE ARTS 

Music KS3 - Leanne Hickson 8W 

 KS4 -  Holly Colemere 11N 

Art KS3 - Weronika Cyganik 8C  

 KS4 -  Eve Whitby 11W 

Graphics KS3 -  Mia Davies 7N 

 KS4 -  Clover Porritt 10W 

Food KS3 -  Darcey Cullen 8C 

 KS4 - Cassie Edwards 9C 

Drama KS3 -  Zach Leah 8C 

 KS4 -  Alfie Hufton 10W 

IT KS3 -  Nikola Pawlicka 8B 

 KS4 - Mary Wilson 10C 

Faculty SUPERSTAR Awards - voted by faculty staff members 



 

OVERALL WINNER WHITEMERE 

Headteachers 

award 

KS4 

RYAN WHITLEY - 11B 

 

On his way home Ryan saw an old lady who had 
fallen and helped her home. She rang school, 

amazed at his kindness. 

 ACHIEVEMENT POINTS 

Winning Forms Individual Winners 

YEAR 7  COLEMERE YEAR 7  
HENRY HODGETTS 

TIRION OWEN 

YEAR 8  WHITEMERE    YEAR 8  
CONNER SMYTH 

SKY LOUISE PUGH 

YEAR 9  BLAKEMERE  YEAR 9  
OLIVER GREENAWAY 

LIVIA PIERCE 

YEAR 10  BLAKEMERE YEAR 10  
RYAN KELLY 

MIA BARRETT-GRAY 

YEAR 11  NEWTONMERE 
JOEL MILLER-MOONEY 

YEAR 11  
LUCY JONES 



ENGLISH FACULTY VISIT 
TO SEE JEKYLL AND HYDE 
AT STORYHOUSE 
5o year 11 students have been to see Jekyll 
and Hyde at Chester’s Storyhouse Theatre 
earlier this month. Students were lucky 
enough to have an opportunity to ‘hot seat’ 
the characters after the performance to      
develop their understanding of character   
motivation, themes and 
contexts, and to ask the 
actors questions about 
this particular adaptation 
of their GCSE Literature 
set text.  

We all had a very          
enjoyable visit, and are 
looking forward       

to our next theatre visit! 

‘READ FOR GOOD’       
READATHON 

 

Year 7 and 8 have been taking part in a      
readathon all this week. They are aiming to 
raise a generous amount to donate to ‘Read 
For Good’, a national charity who provide brand 
new books for children in hospital.  

During the week they have been designing 
posters, creating a book worm and producing 
their own Readathon news bulletins. They aim 
to read as much as possible in English and at 
home. 



LAKELANDS PE DEPARTMENT  
GIRLS NETBALL TOURNAMENT  - TUESDAY 1ST OCTOBER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lakelands Year 9 girls played their first netball tournament this year, at Ellesmere 
College and despite the rain played some fantastic netball. They won their first two 
games against Thomas Adams B & C teams but then lost 2 games against The 
Marches and Adcote. The afternoon ended with them winning their last match 6-5 
against The Corbet. Lakelands placed 3rd overall in their pool. 

U16 RUGBY TOURNAMENT AT ELLESMERE COLLEGE - 
WEDNESDAY 18TH SEPTEMBER 

Lakelands U16 boys Rugby team took part in their first tournament of the 
season at Ellesmere College. 

Lakelands U16 boys attended the rugby tournament at Ellesmere College with the 
support of Rob Kershaw and Sam Hodgson from Oswestry Rugby club through the 
All Schools programme. This was their first rugby tournament and the first match 
was against Ellesmere College. Throughout the game the students demonstrated 
excellent skills and got stuck into the tackles leading them to win their first game! 

They then went on to play against The Marches and The Corbet. Sam Hodgson 
praised the team “I am really impressed with the skills they have shown today”. 
The Marches also praised the team for how well they played considering it was 
their first match. 



NORTH SHROPSHIRE U15 NETBALL AND U15 RUGBY 
TOURNAMENT 

On Tuesday 15th October the Year 10 Netball team and U15 Boys Rugby team 
headed to The Marches to attend the annual North Shropshire U15 Netball & 
U15 Rugby tournament. 

The girls started the tournament well against The Grove with their first game ending 
with a draw. As the tournament progressed as a team they showed great             
determination and teamwork however came up against The Marches, Priory and 
Oswestry who were all very strong opposition.  

Amy Owen, Zoe Younger, Neela Sobczak (captain), Lottie Roberts, Demie 
Szemruk, Litia Tanumi, Lucy Othen, Natasha Bryan Evans, Jess Bebb. 

 

The U15 boys Rugby team demonstrated great courage throughout the             
tournament. Their coach Sam Hodgson said it was a great afternoon with         
Lakelands U15 boys. They started off against Oswestry School which was an      
extremely close game which Oswestry scoring just one extra try finishing 3-4. The 
boys then played an experienced Marches team which finished 0-4 however it was 
a great game to reflect on and many positive comments made by the opposition. 
Their third game was against St Martin's which brought many smiling faces as they 
boys WON their first game 4-2. Finally playing against Sir John Talbots which     
ended 0-4 as they boys may have been a little tired by then but continued to enjoy 
the experience.  

Joe McArthur (Vice Captain), Lewis Walmsley, Leo Hughes (Captain), Mike       
Burgess, Ewan Bell, Jake Evans, Adam Sweeney, Charlie Adams, Callum Harkess. 

LAKESLANDS STAFF VOLLEYBALL CLUB 
We said a fond farewell to Josh Gough (pictured with the ball), a founding member 
of the volleyball club, who has recently left Lakelands to take up a new post      
elsewhere.  His competitive spirit and enthusiasm will be missed.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At our last session we played a match against the year11 Lakelands pupils’ team to 
help them prepare for the forthcoming North Shropshire Schools qualifying        
tournament, to be held here at Lakelands.  We obviously boosted their confidence 
as they beat us 2 sets to 0!  Good luck to them. 



 

YEAR 11 STUDENT REPRESENTING GREAT BRITAIN 
 
Lakelands Academy Year 11 student, Emily Sweeney, is really pushing herself from strength to 
strength in her new found love of weightlifting and with help and support from her local coaches 
and community, her commitment and determination are powering her onto even greater, British 
sporting success. Stepping beyond even her Crossfit successes she has now become part of 
the Great British weightlifting team and represented GBR in Latvia and soon in Israel. 
“I compete in the sport of Olympic weightlifting in the u15 age and u71 kg weight category. I train 
6 times a week at Basecamp Gym in Ellesmere. Danni and James Evans have helped me so 
much and helped me discover my love for this sport.” Explains Emily, “I first met Danni in around 
year 4/5 in Primary School, where she ran a kids Bootcamp class. I found a love for Crossfit and 
over time began competing. I won British Teen Championships in 2018 and made podium in 
Battle of Britain, Superhuman games, Castle Games and many more competitions.” 
“After British Teens, James pushed me to sign up to my first weightlifting competition in Oxford. I 
remember intensely hating every single second, saying I was never doing that again!” 
“After that, I was told that I broke all the British Records! I got invited to an English             
Championship competition and decided to give it another shot. It was in the middle of February 
in Luton. During the time between these competitions, I had also made the regional squad, 
made the England squad and took up the opportunity to train near London for a weekend and a 
few other single days, fully funded by British Weightlifting.” 
“At my second competition, I won Gold, broke my own records again and was also invited to the 
European Youth Trials in Coventry. I was over the moon to get this invitation and began training 
hard for the Commonwealth Total because after this I wanted to go on and qualify fully-funded 
for Euros.” 

“In August this year, I found out that I been selected for a European 
Youth Training Camp in Latvia on the 24th-29th of August. I loved   
every single second of Latvia with the other 3 GBR athletes. We got 
given the GBR training tops and I became really good friends with 
them. It was very motivational and an incredible once in a lifetime     
experience.” 
“When I got back, I then began a program of training devised by the 
Great British Youth Coach and helped by my coach. He would send me 
exactly what I had to do in training each day with reps and weights and 
I would video it and send it to him for him to analyse it.” 
“Shortly after I was told that I had qualified for the European         
Championships in Israel from December 4th till 16th. I could not believe 

it but was not allowed to tell anyone until BWL (British Weightlifting) made the official              
announcement. I found out that Taliyah, Drew and Jacob (all athletes I went to Latvia with) were 
all going too.” 
“I was asked to sign up for the British Championships in Birmingham on October 5th and whilst 
all this was happening Danni and I had qualified for Rep It Out UK on the same weekend, the 
6th of October. At this comp I pb'd (personal best) my snatch with 66kg however and got an 
82kg clean and Jerk, the most I have done in a competition. I got a 148kg total. The next day at 
Rep It Out in Yorkshire and I did one full snatch and a hang snatch on 63kg. We had 6 more 
scored workouts using a weighted worm, pull ups, toe to bar, running, rowing, squats, burpees, 
wall balls and more. Sunday October 13th I went to Lydney for a       
regional squad training meet. I got a pb snatch at 68kg and a pb clean 
& jerk at 86kg!” 
“Now I’m back weightlifting for the Euros in Israel! I get to wear the 
GBR weightlifting suit and I can't believe that I am now a Great British 
athlete and represent GBR abroad. All from the first competition I did 
with James' help! I can't thank everyone who has supported me 
enough. I think that this shows if you do not give up you can do      
whatever you put your mind to. It takes effort and sacrifice, I have had 
to sacrifice many parties and days out etc and my nutrition is very 
strictly controlled but it is all worth it. Go get your goals and do not let 
anyone stop you! I can’t wait for the Euro’s!” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

******************* 

Please make a Note of : 

Remaining School Term 

And  

Holiday Dates 

For 

2019/2020 

******************* 

Black skirt (knee length) or black tailored 
trousers 

Striped Tie 

Black V-neck Sweatshirt                                       
(with embroidered school badge) 

Black or grey socks or black or flesh coloured 
tights 

Keep your shirts tucked in and                            
your ties done up! 

 

SUMMER TERM 
 

20th April - 17th July 
 

May Day Bank Holiday -       
Friday 8th May 

 
Half Term:  

25th - 29th May 

SPRING TERM 
 

Mon 6th Jan - PD Day 
(Staff only)  

 

7th January - 3rd April 
 

Half Term:  
17th - 21st February  

 

Easter Holiday:  
6th  - 17th April 

AUTUMN TERM 

2nd/3rd Sept - PD Day 
(Staff only)  

 

4th September -                  
20th December 

Half Term:  

28th Oct - 1st Nov 

25th Oct - PD Day 
(Staff only)  

 
Christmas Holidays: 

23rd Dec - 3rd Jan 

LAKELANDS ECO COUNCIL 

This year, Lakelands Academy have made some extra steps to 
making our school more ‘eco-friendly’. Staff have collaborated 
to create a ‘Green Group’ and have been able to extend that to 
the student body to launch our brand new ‘Eco-Council’. We 
are proud to have at least one student from every form          
volunteer to be part of our new council and together we are  
going to be working together to achieve some eco goals set 
out by our students.  

We are currently working with The British Ironworks Centre, 
Oswestry and they are delivering a hollow giraffe sculpture to 
the Academy on Monday 11

th
 November. The giraffe’s purpose 

is to encourage our students to recycle. Once a student is    
finished with a single use bottle they can opt to place the bottle 
top into the giraffe and dispose of the rest correctly. The aim is 
to fill to giraffe to the top within the short time we have it and 
then create something out of the bottle tops to be displayed or 
used around The Academy. If you would like to help please 
collect any bottle tops for example milk bottle tops and deliver 
them to reception, where we will ensure they are added to the 
giraffe.  

Our Eco-Council will 
be meeting for the first 
time after half term 
and we are really   
looking forward to 
hearing their ideas of 
what they want to do 
to make their school 
more Eco.  



Reminder 

 
Pupils must arrive at school on 
time in the mornings and be on 
site ready for the 8.55am bell. 

GYMNASTICS CLUB 

 

 

 

 

Lakelands Academy Gymnastics classes every Friday during term time, run by                                    

Border Counties Gymnastics.  

Places are available for students aged 4 years & 6 months - 10 years old. 

Autumn Term Dates: 

8th Nov, 15th Nov, 22nd Nov, 29th Nov, 6th Dec, 13th Dec  

Classes are 4:30 - 5:15pm, 5:15 - 6:00pm.  

Please contact the Academy on 01691 627039 to book a place.            

CYCLE PERMITS 
Please collect a letter from         

reception if you want to bring your 
bike to the Academy. 

PARENTS/CARERS PLEASE          
REMEMBER TO CHECK SHOW MY 
HOMEWORK. YOU WILL BE ABLE 
TO SEE WHAT HOMEWORK HAS 

BEEN SET AND IN SOME CASES IF 
THE HOMEWORK HAS BEEN    

HANDED IN. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi41qXk7cnKAhXIlxoKHZIqALAQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fboysballet.wordpress.com%2F2009%2F05%2F&psig=AFQjCNGEu80YDNDmbVej4o1AtpRSQPh8lg&ust=1453979467035167


TOP BUTTON / 
TIE UNDONE  

SKIRT TOO SHORT/ 
TOO TIGHT OR LYCRA 

TRAINERS 

BAD 

GOOD 

TOP BUTTON / 
TIE FASTENED  

BLACK KNEE 
LENGTH SKIRT  

BLACK SENSIBLE 
(FLAT) SHOES  - 

NOT 
BOOTS 

UNIFORM REMINDER 
Please see below a list of areas of concern to focus on as part of our uniform and appearance 
code. A reminder of the uniform code is in your child’s diary on page 3.  

Thank you in advance for your co-operation and for helping us to support the strong values of 
Lakelands Academy. 

JUMPER 
TUCKED IN 

BAD 

TOP BUTTON / 
TIE UNDONE  

TRAINERS 

LEGGINGS/SKINNY 
TROUSERS/NO ZIPS 

SHIRT UNTUCKED Single small stud 
in each ear is           

permissible but 
no other       

piercings are    
allowed. 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Follow the Lakelands 

Academy feed  

@LakelandsAcad 




